MINUTES
Bleckley County Commissioner Meeting
Bleckley County JC Building
Thursday, September 17, 2026 – 10:00 a.m.


PRESENT:   Commissioner Mike Davis, Ronnie Smith, Melissa Barker, Allison Cranford, Coroner Michael Francis, Hannah McCranie, Cale Rycroft, Tara Morris, Derrick Bowen, Logan Bush, John Roland, County Surveyor David Arnold, Cheryl Ates, Ken Land, County Attorney Brian Arnold, Jeff Simpson, Cindy Newman, Sheriff Daniel Cape, Ronald Thomas, Freida Dykes                

Ken Land opened in prayer.
Commissioner Davis led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed all to the meeting.
All attendees received the following:
August 20, 2026 – Meeting Minutes
               September 4, 2026 - Brodhead Road Bid Opening Minutes
               September 9, 2026 – Closing of Clyde English Road Hearing

Topics discussed by Commissioner Davis
The Judicial Alternatives of Georgia (JAG) Agreement was signed for the Probate Court and the Clerk of Superior Court.

The Bleckley County Cochran Comprehensive Plan was adopted, and the Resolution was signed.

Commissioner Davis stated that the County has an ordinance requiring that road signs placed in the right-of-way be removed and taken to the road department.  This will be enforced.  

Commissioner Davis stated Bleckley County is applying for a Federal Transit Administration FY 2028 Grant.  

Topics discussed in today’s meeting
Attorney Brian Arnold is modifying the County Mixed Drink Ordinance.  He will present it in the next meeting. 
  
Tara Morris, the new Branch Manager at the Tessie Norris Library, attended the meeting and updated all on changes, activities, and new programs at the library.  She welcomes all to come visit.

Sheriff Cape invited everyone to see the updates at the Law Enforcement Center.  This was all purchased with SPLOST funds. He stated that the No-Cell Phone Rule in schools is now in effect, and there are currently no problems.  There may be more officers in the schools, walking the halls to interact with the children.

Coroner Michael Francis reported 9 coroner cases this month, with one death of a woman from India, which he had to talk to an India consul. The Fire Department had a total of 87 calls in August.

Cheryl Ates said the general election is November 3rd.  The required notices have been posted.  Voting dates are as follows: Early Voting is October 13th – October 30th, held at the local office.  The Saturday voting dates are October 17th and October 24th, from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, at the local office. November 3rd is the last day to vote, and it will be held at the JC Barn. As of right now, there are 8,849 registered voters.

Derrick Bowen stated both program areas are doing well.  Harvest season has kicked off, and most of the corn has been harvested.  He will be hosting a Peanut Maturity Clinics. He introduced Logan Bush, the new County 4-H Program Assistant.

Logan Bush is meeting with all 5th through 12th grade students.  The focus is the Georgia National Fair, with several students competing in various contest categories. There are two students representing Bleckley County at the Southern Regional Team Leadership Conference. 

County Surveyor David Arnold said he was able to get right-of-way plans, but will need to gather more information to close Colonial Road.

Melissa Barker outlined some of the upcoming activities and handed out calendars to all present.  There will be a Lunch and Learn tomorrow, and Saturday night Bunco will be held at the Commons.  She continues to work on the upcoming Pumpkin Festival, scheduled for October 17, 2026.

Allison Cranford with Heartland EMS informed everybody of the Drive-Thru Flu Vaccine Clinic to be held on October 8th, from 9:00 – 1:00 at the corporate office. 

John Roland with the Bleckley Hospital reported.  A three-year survey report was completed, and 101 surveys were submitted. The hospital ranked in the 90th percentile among the top three opportunities for improvement.  A grand opening for the Chapel will be held on October 6th.

Ronnie Smith stated Coley Station Road is in the process of being resurfaced. Red Dog Farm Road, Berryhill Coody Road and Purser Braddy Road is completed.

Ken Land with DDA will have their annual Scarecrow contest, and on November 28th, the small-town shopping extravaganza will be held. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.


______________________________		______________________________  
Mike Davis, Commissioner				Date

______________________________       	Time ended:  10:36 a.m.
Freida Dykes, County Clerk					

